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Introductory 

1 HE period in instrumental music represented in this book — from about the beginning of 
the Eighteenth century, to its middle — ^is, like that of the second volume of the Golden 
Treasury qf Piano Music, still the period of the Suite. The suite and the dance-forms that 
constituted it were those in which the eighteenth-century instrumental composers chiefly 
delighted. At the same time there can be distinctly traced the beginning of a broader and 
fiiUer spirit in music, that was to result in forms fitter for the richer content with which a 
succeeding generation was to endow its works. Composers were gaining a freer command 
of the materials of instrumental music, a greater amplitude of ideas, an enlarged conception 
of the expressive power of their art. They were also gaining a better command of the 
characteristic features of the clavier style. The idea had become obsolete that the harpsi- 
chord and clavichord, being keyboard instruments like the organ, could therefore be properly 
interchanged with it in the performance of any given piece of music. The close- woven 
texture of vocal counterpoint had been conclusively shown to be unfitted for that kind of 
imitation of it that the earlier composers had tried to secure upon the harpsichord and 
clavichord. It had become evident that the sustained tone and sonorous power of the organ 
were adapted for one kind of musical expression — massive, powerfiil and dignified, — and 
the lightness and facility obtainable upon the harpsichord and clavichord, with their evanes- 
cent silvery tone and only a limited contrast between piano and forte , for a wholly different 
one. 

The compositions included in this volume were all written for the harpsichord (or its 
lesser analogue, the spinet) or the clavichord; and they represent the fiill flower of the style 
proper for those instruments. That style is characterized chiefly by grace and fluency. It 
takes cognizance of the short-lived tone of the instruments by ingenious devices for a seem- 
ing prolongation of it, as by the incessant introduction of ornaments — shakes, turns, 
mordents and numerous other such inventions of the period and now largely obsolete. It 
favored quick and smoothly flowing passage- work. As regards form, the development had 

(vii) 
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not proceeded fax beyond that of the dance-movements that made up the suite. The suite 
remains a succession of short movements, almost invariably in the same key, chiefly, as we 
have seen, of dance-forms idealized and polished as a medium of artistic expression, but still 
partaking, in rhythm, pace and general character, of the qualities of the dances from which 
they were derived and whose names they retain. The allemande, courante, sarabande and 
gigue are the standing constituents of the suite, among which were often introduced as 
variants the gavotte, minuet, passacaglia, chaconne, and others not derived from dances, as 
the aria, capriccio, etc. Other forms are met with. The ftigue is a medium in which the 
composers of the period habitually express themselves, though with widely varying degrees 
of expertness and force, it being one of the most difficult and technical of musical forms. 
The sonata had not yet undergone the long process of development into the highly organized 
form that we know imder that name; and the few pieces that are entitled sonatas in this 
period — as that by Marcello in the present collection — are not sonatas in the present 
significance of the word. A few other names occur: The ** studio" of Durante is a new 
and bold attempt at a higher organic unity in free composition; the **toccata" is a survival 
of one of the oldest styles of instrumental composition, in which rapid passage- work in 
frequently recurring figures is more prevalent than a well-defined melodic character. 

The French composers represent a highly interesting tendency that was then ruling in 
France and that had been much advanced by the work of the great Francois Couperin — the 
employment of poetical and fanciful titles for little pieces of graceful and insinuating charm 
that partake more or less of the character of ** programme music " ; that is, music intended 
to represent some idea outside of music. The pieces by Dandrieu and Rameau in this 
collection are of this sort. Such attempts had been made before by much earlier composers 
in England and Germany; but at this period they were particularly affected by the French. 

Jean-Philippe Rameau was the greatest French composer of this time, a man whose 
larger works in the field of opera had a weighty influence on the development of art, and 
whose clavier works were among the most popular and important of such productions in 
this period. He was bom in 1688, the son of an organist in Dijon. He showed so great 
musical precocity that his father finally withdrew him from the Jesuit school where he was 
studying for the priesthood, and gave him over to music. Having gone to Italy in his 
eighteenth year, he secured the place of ** cembalist " or harpsichord player in an Italian 
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opera company that visited various smaller French cities. He bettered himself by leaving 
this post for that of organist, at first in Paris and then in other French towns. All the 
time he was working out certain valuable new ideas that he held in musical theory ; and on 
his return to Paris in 1720 he launched them in a book, his ** Treatise on Harmony,'' fol- 
lowed by several others, that made a name for him far beyond the boundaries of France. 
He now appeared also as an operatic composer, at first with little success; but presently, with 
the backing of a wealthy and influential patron, who produced his operas upon his own 
private stage, he became famous. Those were warhke times in operatic matters in Paris, 
and Rameau's operas became at once the subject of one of those disputes that the literary 
and dilettante circles of the French capital waged so vigorously and with such characteristic 
zest. Nor were his books on musical theory exempt fi"om attack ; but when he died on 
September 12, 1764, he had made himself beyond question one of the greatest masters of the 
time. He pubhshed three collections of clavier pieces, also one of concerted pieces with 
clavier; and to one of them he prefixed a "Method of Clavier Technique." Rameau's 
clavier music, while it is obviously influenced by Couperin, has a stronger fibre, a more 
copious melody; and his style shows a more advanced technique and a wider command of 
the keyboard — a use of technical means that at times distinctly foreshadows what we 
consider the typically modern. 

Jean-Francois Dandrieu was a lesser man. He was bom in 1684 and passed his life 
in Paris, where he was organist of the Royal Chapel and also in several churches, as those 
of St.-Merry and St.-Barthelemy. Between 1724 and 1784 he published three collections 
of clavier pieces, which illustrate the peculiarly French tendency of which we have spoken. 
The first book bears in its title the statement that these '* Divertissements " are principally 
"the characters of War, those of the Chase and those of the Village Festival.'' He also 
published a method for accompanying on the harpsichord — that is, for extemporizing a 
harpsichord part fix)m the figured bass that was an essential feature of all concerted music 
of the period. But very little of even his small number of compositions has been made 
available by repubUcation — not enough, indeed, to form a proper estimate of his style and 
manner. 

As to the birthplace and the birthday of Francesco Durante, authorities have had 
some dispute, and the facts that are known about his life and work are singularly meagre. 
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It is now generally agreed, however, that he was bom at Fratta Maggiore, near Naples, on 
March 15, 1684, and that he was a pupil of the Conservatorio dei Poveri di Gesu Cristo 
under Gaetano Greco, and afterwards of the Conservatorio di Sanf Onofrio under Alessandro 
Scarlatti. He is supposed, from inferences drawn from the style of his music, to have 
studied in Rome under Pasquini, He is also supposed to have succeeded Scarlatti at the 
head of the Conservatorio di Sanf Onqfrio^ and to have become the head of the Conservatorio 
di Santa Maria di Loreto in 1742. He died in Naples, August 18, 1755, having had many 
distinguished pupils, as Jommelli, Piccinni, Sacchini, Pergolesi and Paisiello, and having 
composed much music, the greater part being choruses for the church. Of all his com- 
positions, however, only six *' sonatas" for harpsichord were pubUshed during his Ufetime. 
The individual pieces of these collections he called '* studii " and **divertimenti,'' and they 
have won the great admiration of certain modem critics on account of the strength and 
originality of their content, form and style. They are mostly contrapuntal in structure, 
but their treatment is free, and the manner of writing for the instrument remarkably 
flexible, ingenious and full of ** modem" traits. 

DoMENico ZiPOLi is Ukewise the subject of much confiision in the minds of his biographers, 
partly, it would seem, because a Parisian organist, one Michel Corrette, coolly appropriated 
his name, putting it upon his own compositions in order to gain a greater sale for them on 
the strength of Zipoli's reputation. The music and personalities of the two have thus 
become involved in some uncertainty. Zipoli was bom in Nola in 1675, the son of the 
chapelmaster of the cathedral of that place. At the age of fifteen he became a pupil of the 
Conservatorio della Pieth de^ TurcMni, where he studied singing, counterpoint and the 
clavier. He left this estabhshment in 1696 — so much is certain; but as to his doings there- 
after very little is known, except that he became organist of the church del Griesu in Rome 
in 1716. The same year he published a collection of works *' for organ and harpsichord," 
which he called, after the old fashion, ** sonatas." The suites contained in the second part 
of this work are its strongest constituents, and show a richness and frdlness of harmony 
beyond that found in the music of his immediate predecessors, as well as a firmer grasp of 
the possibilities of clavier technique. 

NiccoLO Antonio Porpora'S name looms largest in the history of the art of singing, and 
he is recognized as the greatest singing-master that ever lived — one of the founders and the 
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chief exponent of that famous old Italian school of vocalism that produced the greatest 
singers of the eighteenth century, and for whose traditions and methods singers and teachers 
of the present time grope with much eagerness, but with more or less uncertainty. He 
was also a copious composer of music, both vocal and instrumental. Bom in Naples on 
August 19, 1686, he studied at the Conservatorio di Santa Maria di Loreto at Naples. 
He held many posts at the head of various conservatories, and travelled much, teaching 
singing and producing his own compositions. His own school at Naples produced several 
of the most famous singers of the age — notably Farinelli and CafTarelli. He died in 1766 
or 1767 — the accounts are again conflicting; but it is certain that his last years were passed 
in great poverty. He composed a large number of operas; thirty- three are known by 
name and twenty-six are still extant, but he probably wrote many more. These are dreary 
and impossible works, whose only value is said, by those who have taken the trouble to 
examine them, to be in the opportunities they afforded singers to revel in the most florid 
song. His instrumental compositions are of greater worth ; a set of twelve sonatas for 
violin is still highly prized. A set of six fugues for the harpsichord is ascribed to him 
(though not with unquestioned certainty), which show freshness and piquancy. They are 
not fiigues in the strict sense of the term; their development is loose, their counterpoint 
runs out easily into passages and figuration. They may be considered, indeed, to be works 
of a transitional style, playing fast and loose with the old forms, and laying out no definite 
ground- work for a new one. 

Benedetto Marcello is an interesting and original figure in the musical chronicles of the 
early eighteenth century. He was an aristocrat by birth, and it has often been said of him, 

notwithstanding his important achievements in the art, that he was but an amateur in 

« 

music. Bom in Venice on July 81, 1686, and highly educated, his great natural gifts for 
music were trained by Lotti and Gasparini. His father made him study law, but on his 
death he tinned his attention again to music, though he continued the practice of law and 
held a number of important government posts. He died on July 24, 1789, at Brescia. 
His compositions have held high rank, but he is even more famous through his essay called 
** II Teatro alia Moda," in which he satirizes brilhantly the absurdities of the Italian opera 
of his day. He wrote a number of operas, cantatas, madrigals and other vocal works, also 
many instrumental compositions, a large proportion of which remain unpubhshed. In these 



90843 



Digitized by 



Google 



xu 

Marcello follows the type invented and developed by Domenico Scarlatti — a type that looks 
forward to the later development of the sonata properly so-called, though it has not yet cast 
off some of the most characteristic elements of the older suite and of the free fugue. 

Handel — so he spelled his name during the nearly fifty years of his residence in England 
— ^achieved his preeminent fame for posterity as a composer of oratorios; but until the later 
years of his life it was as a composer of Italian opera that he was a great figure in con- 
temporary art To oratorio he turned only as a speculation to retrieve fortunes that had 
been demolished by the fickleness of the London pubhc in operatic matters and the 
destructive vigor of the competition that was waged for the favor of that pubUc in the mid- 
years of the eighteenth century. But Handel had been in his earUer years a very famous 
performer on the harpsichord, as well as on the organ; and it is natural, indeed inevitable, 
that in the vast number of his compositions there should be a considerable number of clavier 
works. These by no means form so large a proportion of the whole, however, nor do they 
possess so great artistic value or historical significance as the clavier works of his great 
contemporary, J. S. Bach, do in the sum of his compositions. It was in vocal, and 
especially in choral, music that Handel attained his greatest power. Yet his clavier works 
are of considerable importance as a contribution to the literature of the period, and the best 
of them have rich fecundity of musical ideas, spontaneous flow of utterance, stoutness of 
structure and easy skill of part- writing — ^the famihar qualities of Handel in most branches 
of his art. 

George Frederick Handel was bom in Halle on February 28, 1685, the son of a surgeon 
who intended him for the law. It was only by stealth that the boy was able to teach 
himself to play the clavichord. The Duke of Weissenfels induced the father to let him 
become a musician ; and at Halle and then at Berlin he speedily distinguished himself 
through his precocious powers. In 1708 he went to Hamburg as a violin player in the 
opera, and soon had opportunity to become harpsichordist — at that time an indispensable 
member of every orchestra. Here in 1705 he produced his first operas, ** Almira" and 
**Nero.'* The next year he went to Italy, where he remained for four years, composing 
and bringing out both operas and sacred music with uninterrupted success — ^the operas 
being, of course, all to Italian books and in Italian style. On his return to Germany in 
1710 he was appointed chapelmaster by the Elector of Hanover, who afterwards became 
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George I. of England ; but he almost immediately obtained leave of absence to visit Eng- 
land, where in 1711 he produced his opera **Rinaldo'' and won so great success that he 
determined to settle in England. His first post there was that of chapelmaster to the 
erratic and magnificent Duke of Chandos. In 1720 he undertook to direct the Italian 
opera in London for the Royal Academy of Music, in which he had the formidable compe- 
tition of Buononcini. There resulted a strife between the factions supporting the two 
musicians that rent the fashionable, artistic and literary world of London, comparable to 
the storm which raged in Paris between the **Gluckists'' and **Piccinnists" a few years 
later. Handel's fortunes underwent numerous vicissitudes. He undertook other operatic 
enterprises, became an impresario on his own account, and finaUy went bankrupt in 1787. 
To rally his fortunes, he turned to sacred music. There resulted the long series of oratorios 
that raised his contemporary popularity to a higher pinnacle than ever and has given him 
the greater part of his fame in the eyes of posterity. The first of these were ** Saul " and 
** Israel in Egypt," produced respectively in 1788 and 1789. The last was " Jephtha," on 
which he was engaged in 1751 when attacked by the disease that ended in the total loss of 
his sight, yet without paralyzing his energy or entirely putting a stop to his musical 
production. His fame and popularity steadily increased in his last years. He died on 
April 6, 1759, leaving behind him a name and a popularity seldom rivalled by any other 
composer, and an influence that long eclipsed the native musical talent of England. 

Handel's works for the harpsichord include seventeen suites, which were first published 
in London in three successive collections, the first two respectively in 1720 and 1788 ; the 
third long after his death (not until 1798). There were other single pieces published during 
his lifetime, and still others have been brought to light from manuscript collections in more 
recent years. His clavier pieces were very popular throughout Europe, and during the 
eighteenth century many editions were printed in Germany, Holland, France and Switzer- 
land. The most widely known single piece among them has always been the air and varia- 
tions (from the first suite in E major) called '*The Harmonious Blacksmith." This name 
is entirely imauthorized ; it was not given by Handel, and appears in none of the early 
editions. No amount of inquiry has succeeded in tracing it to its origin. It has been 
variously asserted that Handel took the air from the works of some earlier composer as a 
subject for variation, ss has been the practice of musicians before and since his time ; also 
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that he heard the air sung by a blacksmith at a place and under circumstances that 
have been particularly described, even to the name and address of the timeful smith. One 
enthusiastic English gentleman even went so far as to identify and possess himself of the 
very anvil in question, showing that it gave forth, when struck, ^the note, E, that is the 
tonic of Handel's piece, and writing a pamphlet to set it all before the world. Unfortu- 
nately, minute research has failed to substantiate any of these stories in the slightest degree ; 
wherefore they must be relegated to the number of those myths and fables that grow up so 
rankly in the domain of musical history, and the title presumed to be the figment of some 
inventive amateur's brain. 

RICHARD ALDRICH 
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